ART JOURNAL
PICTOGRAPHS AND PETROGLYPHS

Pictographs are pictures painted or drawn onto a surface.
Petroglyphs are pictures scratched, carved or chipped into rock.

North American Aboriginal people created pictographs and petroglyphs
long ago. Some people think that Aboriginal picture writing is a type of
storytelling or a record of events. Others believe that the symbols are about
religious or spiritual beliefs. Still others see them as an artistic expression.
Sometimes pictographs and petroglyphs even look like they might be maps
that show the night sky or a particular location.

What do you think?

1. What words could you use to describe some of the symbols on this page?
2. Do you think any of the symbols describe an action?
3. Do you think any of the symbols have a message?
4. Which designs do you think are Aboriginal symbols from long ago?
Which are symbols from today? Why do you think this ?
5. Complete the pictograph symbol dictionary on the next page.
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Pictograph Symbol Dictionary : Create more symbols and definitions.

Buffalo Tracks

Peace

War

Dead Bear

Attack

Running Water

Man

Woman

Deer

Teepee

Rain

Mountains

Staple several blank pages into the centre fold.

Use the blank pages to practice writing your own picture stories.




Pictograph Activity

1. Make an animal hide shape.
You can use:
brown butcher paper or strong brown paper bags:
-cut or fear the paper into a hide shape.
-crumple it and soak in old tea or watered down paint for a few minutes.
-spread it out and let it dry.
OR: unbleached cotton or canvas duck
-cut the cloth into a hide shape and fray the edges.
-paint it with watered down tempera or acrylic in a leather like color.
OR: leather scraps:
-cut into a hide shape.

2. Draw your story onto the hide shape with a pencil. There are many ways to organize
a hide story. Use a spiral, a meandering line, straight lines or circles.

3. Outline your story with a permanent marker. Paint in some of the symbols.

Petroglyph Activity

1. Make a rock-like surface.
Use a flat piece of Styrofoam:
-break off the sides to create a flat, rock like shape with irregular edges.
-sand the styrofoam with sandpaper to roughen the surface.
-paint, sponge or rub the surfaces and edges with a mix of black, white and brown acrylic paints.

2. Draw petroglyph symbols onto the painted styrofoam. Use a pencil, sharp popsicle
stick or other carving tool to indent, scratch or etch out the petroglyph symbols.

3. If white Styrofoam shows up in the carved lines, paint brown, grey or black acrylic
paint into the lines. While the paint is still damp, wipe and rub it all around the "rock”
to give it an "aged" appearance. Leave some paint inside the etched lines o make the
symbol stand out.



Pictograph Stories

Pair and Share your story with a partner.
How are your stories the same? How are they different?

My partner’s story has:

Both of
our stories have:

REFLECTION :

Which activities did you complete?

Three new skills I learned are:
Q.
b.
C.

The best thing about this project was

If I do a project like this again, T would

TEACHERS: Insert or staple blank pages into the centre fold of this booklet to create an art and idea journal.
-How did this journal help your children learn? Do you have any suggestions for improvements or extensions for
this activity? Please send feedback to lkuiper@wsdl.org  Thanks!

Literacy Through the Arts Program, South District, WSD



