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The Winnipeg School Division

Administrator’s Greeting

For the most part, the month of October brought to us the conclusion for the Winnipeg School Division
Comprehension Assessment Program for our Nursery to grade 6 students. Our staff worked diligently over the
months of September and October and their effort will assist in the implementation of curriculum for each and
every student. In the near future, you will be receiving information about our upcoming Parent Teacher Interviews
and report cards. This year our teachers will be providing you with an Anecdotal Report Card and/or a C.A.P.
Template Report Card depicting your child’s strengths and needs based on the Winnipeg School Division’s
developed Comprehensive Assessment Program (C.A.P.). Further clarification of your child’s progress will be
provided at the Parent Teacher Conferences. Please know that you do not need to wait for formal reporting periods
to speak with your child’s teacher about concerns or questions you may have during the school year. Simply call
the school to arrange an appointment.

Congratulations and thank you to rooms 120 and 205 for hosting our first student-run assembly with “Respect” as
their theme. The students were awesome and the teachers did a great job preparing them. Bravo and
Félicitations! October was “awesome” and November brings to us “numerous” activities and events. November is
also the time to find out how your child is progressing. Report cards will be coming home on Tuesday, November
20th, 2007 and Parent Teacher Conferences are scheduled for Wednesday, November 21st, 2007 in the evening
and Thursday, November 227, 2007 all day. Please wait for your appointment times to be sent home with your
child. Parent Teacher Conferences are very important for us and your child. This is your opportunity to find out the
“rate of success” your child is achieving, clarify the report card if necessary, and be informed about behavior and
attitude. Every child at Ecole Robert H. Smith School has equal opportunity to be successful at whatever he or she
does. Success can be accomplished by commitment from your child, teacher, parent, and the school. Please
make every effort to let your son or daughter know that you are committed to their education by taking time to
discuss their school day when they come home after school.

This year, parents and community-at-large are invited to attend our Remembrance Day Service on Friday,
November 9th, 2007 in the afternoon at 2:15 p.m. in our gym. Please be aware of the time change from the
previous year. Poppies will be distributed after lunch for the students. Donations will be accepted in the office the
week prior to Remembrance Day. We encourage Brownies, Girl Guides, Cubs, Beavers, Scouts, Patrols, and our
Leadership Team to wear their uniforms and/or vests if they wish.

Now that the weather has turned colder, we ask all parents to make sure that children come to school dressed
appropriately for the school day, including recess. Thank you to the parent volunteers that show up on a regular
basis and the new parents that are contributing to the success of our school. Thank you also to our Parent
Advisory Group for being instrumental with our Fun Lunch Days and Fundraisers, so far. We have had two
successful fundraisers and our October Magazine Fundraiser turned out very well. Magazine sales will continue
throughout the year and we will send home information with regards to ordering for seasonal specials.

In closing, | would like to take this opportunity to thank our School Patrols and Leadership Team for doing
outstanding work in keeping our school and community safe and also for mentoring our younger students in our
school. Overall, thank you to all the children in our school for demonstrating respect inside and outside of school.
Nice work Ecole Robert H. Smith School and keep it up. Thanks for making our school safe. If we all do our part,
Ecole Robert H. Smith School will continue to be one of the best and safest school in Manitoba.

“If we seize each opportunity, live with hope for what’s to be, and set our goals to do what's best,
then each and every day will shine above the rest.”
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PHYS. ED. NEWS ®

On Tuesday, October 2nd, Ecole Robert H. Smith School entered
nine soccer teams made up of over 100 grades 5 and 6 students in the

Thank you to Mr. Zajac
for organizing the
soccer tournaments.

south area soccer tournament. As usual, our athletes displayed great skill, determination and
sportsmanship.

It was a non-competitive tournament, and no scores were kept. All participants were winners.

Thanks to the coaches Mile Coppinger, Mlle Paul, Mrs. Armstrong, Ms. Auty, M. Couture and
M. Abdel. A special thank you to all the parents who volunteered to drive our teams to and from the
tournament, and to those who stayed to support us and to help supervise teams.

On October 4th. 50 grades 4,5 and 6 students from our school participated in cross country races
held at Whyte Ridge Elementary School. All of our runners performed admirably in what proved to be
a very tough course. There were 13 schools and over 400 participants in attendance. The top
individual performance from our school was put in by Carlyn Allary, who finished in 1st place in the
grade 5 girls race. Her strong showing was a big factor in the grade 5 girls winning the grade 5 girls
team trophy. Other results were grade 4 girls finished in 2 place in the team category. Other team
results were grade 4 boys-5th place, grade 5 girls-4th place, grade 5 boys-6th place, grade 6 girls and
boys- 5t place.

Our next inter-school activity is volleyball, which is for grade 6 students only. Our school will be
hosting the tournament during the week of November 26t to 30th.

Intramurals started on Monday, October 15th with LOW ORGANIZED GAMES being our first

activity. The schedule is grade 6's on Monday, grade 5's on Tuesday and grade 4's on Thursday. This
pattern stays the same throughout the year. However, there are occasional changes due to special
events or activities. The Intra-Mural Program is run by the grade 6 leaders. This group chooses the
activities, makes the teams, sets the schedules, and referees the games. Those students who are
not in the Lunch Program on a regular basis may sign up for the Lunch Program on the days they
have intramurals. This intramural schedule will run right through to the beginning of November, at
which time we will switch to volleyball for the remainder of November and December.

-D. Zajac, Phys. Ed. Teacher

THANK YOU ‘

Students, staff and parents clapped, sang and danced along to the sounds of the Air
Command Band on October |2th. A special thank you to Kate and Tess Greenlay and
their parents Pam and Scott Greenlay for providing the opportunity to host an outstanding concert.
What a great way to end the week!

KID SPORT o)

Kids Sport is a non-profit organization that assists families with registration and/or for children
that would like to participate in organized activities,. Such as hockey, soccer, baseball, etc. Please contact
your child’s teacher if you require additional information and/or Mr. Zajac or Physical Education Teacher.

Parent/Teacher Conferences
will take place on Wednesday,
November 21st & Thursday,
November 22nd, 2007

FAMILY LIFE
EDUCATION Grades
4,586

This year, we will continue
teaching the Family Life
Curriculum as part of the new
Manitoba Health/Physical
Education Curriculum.

Parents who object to Family
Life Education taught at the
school have the option of
withdrawing their children
from all or portions of the
instruction.

Any parent who wishes to look
through the Family Life
Curriculum may do so by
calling the principal or vice
principal to set up an
appointment.

Please mark

WINTER CONCERT
Thursday,

’ ﬁg December 13th on
Wl your calendar for

the Winter Concert.
Nursery, Kindergarten and
grades |-4 classes will be
performing at [:30 p.m. and
the grades |- 4 students will be
performing at 7:00 p.m as well.

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE

N
) /# The Remembrance Day service for our school will be held on Friday, November 9th, at
L\;\“b 2:15 p.m., in the school gym. This assembly is hosted by the Grade 6 students. All parents

ﬁ} are invited to attend.

N N
FIRE DRILLS r:;(?;j'j
This is a reminder that ~ ~
all visitors are to vacate the
school when the fire alarm rings

or go to the office or callback
room during a lockdown practice.

SAFETY ISSUES

Further to last month’s request asking parents to park their
cars properly on Oak or Ash Street, we are reminding
parents that they should not be parking in the driveway of
the parking lot or in the back lane near the sidewalk crossing. This
practice makes it unsafe for our students on the sidewalk crossing as
motorists coming out of the parking lot or back lane may have their
vision of students limited. Thank you.

Hellmuth at 488-1137.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We are looking for chess players who would be
interested in coming to the school either during
lunch time or after school to teach the Grade 3
students chess skills. If you are interested please contact Tina
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Our school choirs are well
underway and preparing for the
following upcoming events:

Grade 6 Choir: Remembrance
Day Assembly - November 9th at

2:15 p.m.
9@65@3@
%) ﬁ.ﬁ‘g Grade 4 Choir:
\%‘é‘ Winter Concert

December 13th at
[:30 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.

A huge thank-you to all parents
who drove and assisted with
coaching the soccer teams! Your
efforts are truly appreciated.

-Grades 5 & 6 Boys & Girls Soccer

K Coaches

o

HALLWAY DECORUM &
MORNING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Our wide hallways are
extensions of the classrooms
where children and adults
engage in a variety of activities.
Please use quiet voices so as
not to interrupt the teaching
and learning that is taking
place, particularly if you have
small children with you.

The singing of O’ Canada and
morning announcements take
place daily at 9:00 a.m. These
opening exercises are an
important aspect of school life,
providing staff, students and
family members with
information about the day’s
activities.

Please stop all activities and
remain quiet in the

school until the
announcements are
completed.

OUTDOOR SUPERVISION STARTS AT 8:40 A.M. & 12:40 P.M.

If you are dropping off your child at school in the morning or afternoon, we would ask you to please
drop them off after 8:40 a.m. or after 12:40 p.m. Prior to these times, there is no outdoor
supervision. Outdoor supervision begins at 8:40 a.m. and 12:40 p.m. Also, please remind your children

that they are not to leave the school grounds after they are dropped off.

KIDS HELP PHONE LINE

During the month of October, one of our grade 6 students, Matthew Davis was recognized
by Kids Help Phone Line for raising awareness and funds to the non-profit organization.

Regional Director from Saskatchewan and Manitoba visited our school to acknowledge and
present Matthew with a gift certificate. Kids Help Phone Line phone number is 1-800-668-6868 and can

be used for and by all students that need help with a crisis. All calls are confidential.

FIELD TRIPS IN EXTREME WEATHER
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As you are aware, the school is often put in the position of deciding whether a field trip
should be canceled due to inclement weather. In the past, we have often investigated the weather at the
destination when long distances are involved in the hope of not disappointing the students. In the past,
we did encounter a situation where the conditions at the destination had deteriorated by the time
students had arrived and the bus had to return to school.

In the hope of avoiding dangerous travel conditions, decisions on cancellation of field trips will be made
by the classroom teacher and/or school administrators based on adverse weather conditions either here

or at the destination. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

P.A.G. NEWS

The P.A.G. would like to advise you that Lyla Gushulak has resigned from her position on the R.H.S.
P.A.G. We would like to thank Lyla for all of her hard work and wish her well. On behalf of the P.A.G. |
would like to welcome Heather Paré to the P.A.G. | know she will be a great addition to

our Fundraising/Promotions portfolio. We look forward to working with you. | would also like to
remind those parents that still have not sent in their Show and Save book or monies for their book to
please do so as soon as possible. We thank all of our parents for their continued support in our
fundraising efforts. Our next P.A.G. Meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 12, 2007 at
7:00 p.m. in the staffroom. We encourage all parents of students at Ecole Robert H. Smith

to attend.

-Pat Nitchie, Chairperson R.H.S. P.A.G.

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE

Now is the time to consider the potential problem of head lice. Lice are best controlled with
team work.

PARENTS SHOULD:

*  Check your child’s hair weekly.

*  Teach your child what to look for (e.g. frequent itching/scratching of the head) and how to avoid
getting head lice (e.g. by not sharing brushes or hats).

*  Let your school or public health nurse know if someone in the home has lice or nits.
*  Inform families of playmates so they can check their children.

*  Treat your child who has lice or nits with a shampoo or cream rinse made specially for the
treatment of head lice (follow package instructions exactly).

*  Make sure the treatment is done before your child returns to school.
*  Remove lice and all nits as the treatment does not kill all nits.

For more information call Judy Westdal at 938-5108.
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REMINDERS TO PARENTS

I. With the onset of the cold weather, we are expecting an
increasing number of parents requesting that their
children be allowed to stay indoors rather than go
outside for recess. As you know, it is our philosophy
to encourage the students to participate in all activities
including outdoor recess. Unless exceptions are
absolutely necessary, we intend to continue this
practice.

<

Also, please ensure that your children are dressed appropriately for the
cold weather.

2. In the event it is necessary to close the school due to severe weather
conditions, the following procedures will apply:

a) The decision to close the schools and the Administration Building will be
made by the Chief Superintendent in consultation with the Chairperson
of the Board.

b)  The Chief Superintendent will communicate the decision to

i) Ms. Pat Shuttleworth, Transportation Supervisor, who will arrange
for the cancellation of school bus transportation.
i) Ms. Linda Wilson, Information Officer, who will inform the media.

c) Parents and staff are requested to listen carefully to the radio for the
announcement. The announcement will be broadcast over the following
radio stations:

CJOB, 92 CITI FM, 99.9 BOB FM, CBC/CBC-FRENCH,
Q94 FM & 102.3 CLEAR FM
Please keep in mind that there are days when school bus transportation may
be canceled but schools will remain open.

Please listen carefully to any radio announcement in this regard.

SHOW AND SAVE & FAMILY READING FUNDRAISER
Q.S.P. MAGAZINES

A big thank-you to all the parents, staff. and students, for supporting
our 1st fundraiser of the year - the Show & Save Coupon Book. Our
school made a profit of almost $ 4,000.00. If you still have a book at
home, please return the book or payment immediately. This fundraiser
is now over. Thanks for your attention in this matter.

Thank-you to everyone for supporting our Family Reading Fundraiser,

our orders are still being totalled, but to date we have raised about

$ 5,000.00. Please do not forget that magazines can still be ordered on-line
for the remainder of the school year at www.qgsp.ca. By using our group

ID number 4175, Ecole Robert H. Smith School will still receive a portion of
the proceeds. Once again, thank-you for your much appreciated support.

- Rosanna DeLuca-Poole & Lyla Gushulak, Promotions/Fundraising

ECOLE ROBERT H. SMITH SCHOOL
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR BLIZZARD
November 20th, 21st & 22nd, 2007
Just in time for Holiday Shopping — Books make Great Gifts!

We will be holding a Scholastic Book Fair in the school Mutli-
Purpose Room from Tuesday, November 20th to Thursday,
November 22dn, 2007. Come check out our Reading Rain Forest
where we are wild for books! All proceeds from the fair will benefit
our school!

The children will be viewing the Book Fair beforehand and making
up a wish list of items they would like to purchase. Students will
be bringing home a preview brochure of sample items to be found
in the display.

Volunteers are needed to help set up and staff the Book Fair. If
you are able to volunteer please contact Cathy at 489-2197.
Please make sure your Child Abuse Registry form has been filled
out and returned to the office. Your volunteer assistance is
needed and greatly appreciated!

-Book Fair Committee

INSERVICES FOR PARENTS AND VOLUNTEERS
To Register Call: 474-1513
Register early to ensure your place!

We Have Ways of Making Them Talk: Tuesday, November |3th,
2007 (1:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.), At: River Elm School - 500 Riverton Avenue,
Presenter: Kathy Gerylo, Speech/Language Pathologist, C.G.C.

From Bathtub Books to Pop-Ups: Thursday, November 29th, 2007
(1:15 p.m. — 3:15 p.m.), At: Earl Grey School - 340 Cockburn Street North
Presenter: Dianne Blewett, Parent Resource Coordinator, W.S.D.

Crime Awareness Presentations: Tuesday, November |13th, 2007
(Registration @ 6:30 p.m. & Meeting @ 7:00 p.m.), At: Grant Park High School
(Staff Lunch Room) - 450 Nathaniel Street

For further information call Winnipeg Police Communtiy Relations @ 986-6322
or visit the website www.winnipeg.ca/police for further details.

PARTY INVITATIONS
0 O We would like to remind parents that students should not
<D be handing out birthday invitations at school nor should the
ﬁ" teachers be asked to hand them out to the students.
Please keep in mind that many bad feelings are created
when one or more students from a class are not invited to
one of these parties.

VOLUNTEERING
Thank you to all who have returned their forms. Lists have been
typed up and you will more than likely be hearing from the folks
in charge soon. The Volunteer Breakfast was its usual success.
We had lots of new parents join us. Always a good sign! Thank
you to Anne Christianson for the delicious baked goodies. A huge MERCI to
the parent volunteers who helped out the morning of the Hep. B. vaccines.

REPORT FROM PARENT
SUPPORT GROUP

The next support group for parents of
children with special needs will be

taking place on Tuesday, November Community Center.

13, 2007 at New Directions (4th floor L Open 7:30-9:00 a.m. and 3:30-
in the Rice Financial Building 6:00 p.m.
downtown). Our guest speaker will .

be Jan Thiessen, chair of the
Obsessive Compulsive Disorder
support group. All are welcome to
attend. For more information about .
the support group, contact Anne
Kresta at 487-2808.

school.

LITTLE FEET CHILD CARE
Before & After School Program
For Ecole Robert H. Smith School

. Located at River Heights

Walking children to and from

. Spaces available immediately.

Call Debbie at 782-3516 for
information and applications.

FUN LUNCH NEWS

Our first FUN LUNCH is just around the corner on Friday,
November 16t. If your child did not bring home a Fun
Lunch form please pick one up from the school office
A.S.A.P. so that your child is not disappointed. If your child
is not participating in Fun Lunch please make sure you do
not send a microwave lunch that day as the microwaves
are not available. A huge THANK YOU in advance to all the
parent volunteers who come out and make this event
possible for all of our children.

- The Fun Lunch Committee )))
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